
The following timeline presents relevant policy measures specific to the HE and FE Sectors
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Higher Education Funding Council for England 
(HEFCE)
Department of Business, Innovation, and Skills 
(BSI)

Carbon Management Plans (CMP) - Higher 
Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE)

Universities and Colleges Climate Commitment 
for Scotland (UCCCfS) (voluntary)

Publish 1st Five Year 
Action Plan

Publish 2nd Five Year 
Action Plan

Qualification Year Phase 1 Footprint Year

Qualification Year Phase 2 Footprint Year

Qualification 
Period

Phase 3 
Footprint Year

Part L2A: Non-Domestic (England)

Section 6: Non-domestic (Scotland)
All new buildings to be total life zero 
carbon from 2030 (recommended)

Part L2A: Non-Domestic (Wales)

BREEAM - Scottish Funding Council

BREEAM - Welsh Department of Education

BREAAM Further Education (England)
LSC Capital Funding "Very 
Good" required, where 
possible

Enhanced Renewal 
Grant - funding requires 

"Excellent"

Feed In Tariff (FIT) Launch
1st Reviews - fast track 
and comprehensive

Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) Launch 1st Review

Renewables Obligation Bandings Review New Bandings 
published

Green Deal Consultation Launch

Waste: Increasing reuse of Construction, 
Excavation and Demolition waste 
Waste: Zero waste to landfill

London CO2 emissions

Water: Water Neutrality on Major 
Developments

Policies & Regulations Legend
CMP A plan that describes the methodology and approach to reducing Scope 1 & 2 carbon emissions over a set period Published targets
CRC EES Mandatory scheme to improve energy efficiency and cut CO2 emissions in large public and private sector organisations Expected targets
BREEAM Environmental assessment method and rating system for buildings Targets expected to be maintained or revised to be more challenging
FITs Public Incentive for small scale, low-carbon electricity generation up to 5 MW
RHI Public Incentive for small scale, low-carbon heat generation
RO Obligation on electricity suppliers to source a electricity from renewable sources.  Renewable electricity generators can sell RO Certificates (ROCs) to suppliers
Green Deal Loan scheme to fund energy efficiency measures in domestic and business properties

Capital Funding linked to performance against CMP

Obligation on suppliers until 2037.  Bandings reviewed periodically.

Continued scheme operation (expiry TBC)

25% CO2 reduction over 2006 (aggregated)

Scheme open to new entrants into until at least 2020.  Rates reviewed at periodic intervals (potentially on a rolling basis)

HE Sector CO2 emissions reduced by 80% below 2005 levels by 2050

Sustainable 
Buildings

Renewable 
Energy and 

Energy Efficiency 
Incentives

Building 
Regulations

Implement 1st Action Plan

Sector Targets

Annual reporting and sale of allowances

Annual reporting and sale of allowances

Annual reporting and sale of allowances

Scheme open to new entrants into until at least 2020.  Rates reviewed at periodic intervals

Water Neutrality (current requirement)

English HE Sector CO2 emissions (Scope 1 & 2) reduced by 34% below 2005 levels by 2020

All new buildings to be Zero Carbon

95% reuse by 2020

London CO2 emissions reduced by 60% below 1990 levels by 2025

For HE and FE major capital grant funding, all new builds and major refurbishments require "Excellent"

25% CO2 reduction over 2006 (aggregated)

Implement 2nd Action Plan

All new buildings to be Zero Carbon (unconfirmed)Further interim reductions expected (TBC)

Mayor of 
London:

 The London 
Plan 2010

English FE Sector CO2 emissions (Scope 1 & 2) reduced by 43% below 2005 levels by 2020

Carbon Reduction Commitment Energy 
Efficiency Scheme (CRC EES)

Carbon 
Regulations

Zero to Landfill by 2031

For HE and FE major capital grant funding, all new builds require "Excellent", all major refurbishments require "Very Good"

30% CO2 reduction over 2007 75% CO2 reduction over 2007 All new buildings to be net zero carbon (regulated emissions) (recommended)

Further interim reductions expected (TBC)

Policies & Regulations
CMP: Plan that describes the methodology and approach to reducing Scope 1 & 2 carbon emissions over a set period
CRC EES Mandatory scheme to improve energy efficiency and cut CO2 emissions in large public and private sector organisations
BREEAM: Environmental assessment method and rating system for buildings
FITs: Financial incentive for small scale, low-carbon electricity generation up to 5 MW
RHI: Financial incentive for small scale, low-carbon heat generation
RO: Obligation on electricity suppliers to source a electricity from renewable sources.  Renewable electricity generators can sell RO Certificates (ROCs) to suppliers
Green Deal: Loan scheme to fund energy efficiency measures in domestic and business properties
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